OLIVER CROMWELL
help you!'    There is nothing to be feared but our
own sin and sloth/'
The New Model army met and defeated the Roy-
alists in decisive battles at Marston Moor (1644) and
at Naseby (1645). King Charles fled from the field
and took refuge in Scotland, but the Scots gave him up
to the English Parliament, which held him captive for
two years. What to do with such a king now that he
had been beaten at arms? Parliament divided on the
question. The Episcopalians favored restoring him to
his old power, believing that he had been taught his
lesson and would in the future respect the liberties of
his people. The Presbyterians favored maintaining
Charles as King, but under a constitutional monarchy
limiting his powers. But the Independents, including
Cromwell and the army, had no such notion. They
had fought the King as the devil himself, and they
had no faith that he would now become an angel Yet
the Independents in Parliament were in the minority.
Now came the first great choice for Cromwell be-
tween abiding by the will of the majority or following
his own judgment. There is nothing so dangerous as
a Puritan who is sure that God speaks through httryr
He is apt to mistake his own verdict for the voice
of God. At first Cromwell violently opposed executing
the King, but he gradually came to the conviction that
there was nothing else to do. It was "the will of God."
And so the minority, Cromwell abetting, planned and
carried out the famous "Pride's Purge." They sta-
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